
could easily result from a few sexual unions. For the rest,
the couple should be celibate. But this is contrary to the
facts of life. Union constantly takes place as the physical
expression of love without thought or intention of procreation.
Sex love, apart from parenthood, Lord Dawson holds, is an

essential part of the health and happiness of marriage and
is to be prized for its own sake.
Turning fo birth control, he believes it is here to stay.

Despite the condemnation of the church, it has been prac¬
ticed in France for well over half a century and is extending
in other catholic countries. If the Roman church with its
authority and discipline cannot check birth control, is it likely
that Protestant churches can? The reasons which lead
parents to limit their offspring are sometimes selfish, but
more often honorable and cogent. The desire of those of
limited incomes to rear children well equipped for life's
struggle is a forcible motive. Absence of birth control means

late marriages and irregular unions, with all their baleful
consequences. Some say that the only justifiable birth con¬

trol is abstention. Such abstention would be either ineffec¬
tive, or, if effective, harmful to health. To limit the family
to, say, four children during the child bearing period would
impose abstention equivalent to celibacy for long periods.
Artificial control is said to be "unnatural and immoral." This
word "unnatural," puzzles Lord Dawson. Civilization involves
the chaining of natural forces and their conversion to man's
will and uses. When anesthetics were first used in childbirth,
many worthy and religious people said that the practice was

unnatural and wicked, became God meant woman to suffer
the pains of childbirth. Now we all admit that it is right to
control the process and save the mother as much pain as

possible. It is no more unnatural, says Lord Dawson, to con¬

trol conception. The question is whether the artificial control
is for the good of the individual and the community. The
answer depends on the purpose for which contraceptive mea¬

sures are used. If to render unions childless or inadequately
fruitful, they are harmful. It is justifiable to limit the num¬

ber of children and spread out their arrival so as to insure
their true interests and those of the home. But excessive
control has evils. There is, first, the individual to be con¬

sidered: every woman is better in mind and body for child
bearing. Maternity gives her her most beautiful attributes.
The woman with one child and all child bearing finished
before the age of 30 does not compare at 40 in preservation
of youth and beauty with the woman of the same age who
has had, say, four children at proper intervals. On the other
hand, baby after baby every year or eighteen months wears

away and often exhausts a woman's strength. The inference
is that the use of birth control is good, its abuse bad. Next.
as to children : the single child has overanxious parents, is
spoilt, and has no children to play with at home. It may die
when it is too late to produce another. The loss of the only
son was the greatest tragedy of the war.

Boycott of the Appointment of Health Officers of the
City of Manchester

The Manchester city council is advertising for a health
officer at a salary of $7,500. The British Medical Association
has declined to allow the advertisement to be inserted in its
journal, and the Lancet has taken the same course, on the
ground that the salary is inadequate for what is one of the
most important health posts in the country. By way of com¬

parison, it is stated that the town clerk of the city receives
on appointment $11,250 a year and the city engineer is paid
$15,000. It is a common practice for the medical journals
mentioned to refuse to insert advertisements of medical posts
when they consider the salary offered inadequate, but they do
not appear to have taken this course in similar circumstances.
It was, previously, a matter of standardizing the salaries for

various classes of appointments : here, it is a matter of con¬

demning a large salary not because it does not conform to
a prescribed scale but because the post is so important.

Reform of the Lunacy Laws' Administration
A conference on lunacy administration, attended by prac¬

tically all the medical superintendents of mental hospitals
(as they prefer to call them now, instead of "lunatic asylums"),
has been held. The following conclusions were unanimously
adopted: (1) Early treatment without certification should be
legalized. (2) By early treatment many cases would be pre¬
vented, from suffering permanently from mental breakdown.
(3) Such early treatment should be given only in institutions
or homes approved for the purpose by the government. The
conference did not desire that a hard and fast line should be
laid down as to where early treatment should be provided.
Sometimes it might be best given at a general hospital ; some¬

times at a public mental hospital ; and sometimes at an

approved home. The conference also agreed that the law
should be altered so as to allow the reception of voluntary
boarders in public mental hospitals.

A Naval Surgeon's Tragic Mistake

During gunnery practice in the Forth, a lieutenant asked
the ship surgeon for a tonic. The surgeon intended to give a

small dose of strychnin in tincture form, but being unable to
lay his hands on the particular bottle he wanted, he decided
to give the hydrochlorid, a preparation which he was not
in the habit of using. He therefore looked up the dose in his
textbook. He misread drachms for minims and gave an over¬

dose with fatal result. Cases of poisoning from a mistake in
dispensing are reported from time to time, but no case from
the misreading of a dose in a book appears to have occurred.

BELGIUM
(From Our Regular Correspondent)

Jan. 13. 1922.
Governmental Control of Antisyphilitic Arsenicals

With a view to bringing about a standardization of arsen-
icals by means of governmental control. Dr. Rulot, chief
physician of the ministry of the interior, has submitted to
the Soci\l=e'\t\l=e'\Belge de dermatosyphiligraphie the preliminary
draft of a bill which seems to be rendered necessary by the
fact that arsenical products are being put on the market from
the use of which regrettable accidents are arising. From
analyses made in the state laboratories, it appears that cer-
tain of these products do not contain the proportions of active
substances that are claimed for them. Dr. Rulot proposes:

Antisyphilitic remedies that the physicians who are taking part in
the campaign undertaken by the government to prevent the spread of
venereal diseases prescribe gratuitously must stand a chemical, biologicand clinical test. The chemical and biologic tests will be carried out
by a state laboratory. The results of the clinical tests will be con-
sidered and passed on by the Soci\l=e'\t\l=e'\Belge de dermatologie et de
syphiligraphie.
The society admits that this action is well taken but sug¬

gests that it be embodied in the report demanded of the
society by the ministry of the interior and of hygiene with
respect to the medicaments that the state should adopt for
the antivenereal campaign.

Syphilis Resistant to Arsenicale
A number of peculiar cases of syphilis absolutely rebel¬

lious to neo-arsphenamin treatment have been reported by
Dr. de Grave to the Société Belge de dermatologie et de
syphiligraphie. The thirteen cases presented much the same
characteristics, including the fact that they did not seem to
be influenced by neo-arsphenamin. Both primary and sec¬

ondary lesions are resistant to frequent injections and to
gradually increasing doses. Sometimes the lesions would dis-

Downloaded From: http://jama.jamanetwork.com/ by a University of British Columbia Library User  on 06/17/2015



appear for a time, but they soon reappeared. The positive
seroreaction did not yield to the arsenical, and the spirochetes
remained numerous. In some of the cases, mercury brought
about considerable improvement, while in others it was of
no effect. In all cases, silver arsphenamin caused the lesions
to disappear and effected an improvement in the seroreaction.
In one case, a patient communicated the disease to a woman,
in whom the syphilis showed the same peculiar characteristics.
There seem, therefore, to be cases of syphilis that cannot be
cured by the use of the usual arsenicals. These lesions are
of the secondary type, being accompanied by slight reactions
in the tissues, or they may be of the secondotertiary type, with
marked lesions in the tissues. The former lesions yield to
mercury and the latter to silver arsphenamin. It was note¬
worthy that in these patients the allergic state is raised. They
were subjected at first to treatment with too mild doses or
the intervals between the doses were too long. One is almost
tempted to assume that under the influence of such treatment
the spirochetes became mithridatized and that the specific
used against them at first had no effect whatever. Under
such conditions, other specifics should be employed ; but there
will be cases in which the resistance of the infection will
manifest itself toward many different specifics or even all.
Such cases are of the same category as those published by
Strickler, Munson and Sidlick (Chicago).

Occupational Intoxication with Arsphenamin
Like many other toxic substances, the arsphenamins may

give rise to occupational intoxication. Dr. Slosse recently
presented a communication on the subject to the Academy of
Medicine. Physicians and nurses connected with services
where many intravenous injections of arsphenamin are given
were found to present various morbid manifestations: facial
pallor, anemia, indigestion, icterus, etc. In such subjects,
Slosse demonstrated (1) by the Srzyzowsky modification of
the Marsh method, the presence of abnormal quantities of
arsenic in the blood, the hair and the nails ; (2) by the method
of Folin and Flanders, an increase in the quantity of hippuric
acid in the urine; (3) by the Tollens method, an increase in
the quantity of glycuronic acid in the urine. The absorption
of arsphenamin by persons who prepare or administer this
therapeutic agent seems to take place principally through
the skin.

Prospective Reforms in Medical Education
From time to time, I have referred to the important move¬

ment to introduce certain modifications in the medical cur¬
riculum and to the action that Belgium is taking in the
matter. I wish, further, to mention the conclusions that the
Royal Academy of Belgium has reached concerning the char¬
acter and scope of the secondary instruction by which pupils
are prepared for admission to the university medical course.

1. Humanistic studies have for their prime purpose the
development of intelligence, and for their secondary pur¬
pose the inculcation of a body of knowledge which shall be
at once varied and fundamental and such as every one should
possess. Ample provision should be made, at the same time,
for the physical development of young people. 2. Secondary
schools should see to it that pupils are equipped with the
main facts in the history of ancient (Greeks, Romans, etc.)
and modern civilizations. The history of art should receive
its share of attention, while the history of the sciences, belles-
lettres and the arts in general must be carefully studied.
3. During the course of secondary studies, all pupils should
receive an objective and practical instruction in the prin¬
ciples of the natural sciences ; more particularly, physics and
chemistry. 4. All secondary pupils should acquire sufficient
knowledge of the principles of mathematics and drawing to
permit them to express, in the shape of formulas or diagrams,
any physical or chemical phenomena desired. 5. Under these

circumstances, it seems wise to establish, either at the end of
the present secondary course or at the beginning of the
university training, a year of study devoted to general biology,
history of art, history of literature, the principles of law and
philosophy, etc. This would mean a lengthening of the pre¬
paratory course of study of all students and would constitute
a higher literary and philosophical course. But not only
does the course of study need revision ; the methods of sec¬

ondary instruction also should be modified, in order to develop
by observation a keen judgment and the ready expression of
thought, and to avoid the overloading of the memory. 6. The
Academy of Medicine holds that, in the meantime, while
secondary studies are undergoing a process of revision, it is
advisable to admit to medical and pharmaceutic courses all
pupils of the secondary schools in which Latin and mathe¬
matics receive the main emphasis, on the same footing as
the pupils of the classical schools in which Greek and Latin
are kept more in the foreground.

Paravesical Calculi
Before the Société Belge d'urologie, Dr. François discussed

recently the clinical, cystoscopic and roentgenologic aspects
of calculi found in the vesical portion of the ureter. From
the clinical standpoint, calculi arrested in the portion of the
ureter that traverses the wall of the bladder and ends in
the ureteral meatus are revealed solely by symptoms of
cystitis. With the cystoscope, we note changes of the ureteral
meatus characterized by redness and tumefaction of the
ureteral ostium, and by bullous edema surrounding and con¬

cealing the latter. Instead of bullous edema, we may note
around the meatus a punctate ecchymosis. From the stand¬
point of roentgenology, in order to bring out more clearly
the organs of the pelvis, the author injects carbon dioxid
into the bladder and rectum. Certain calculi betray their
presence by a shadow located about a centimeter from the
lateral border of the base of the coccyx. To cause such
calculi to fall into the bladder, the author, in three cases that
he reports, using an endoscope, slit the ureteral meatus by
means of a special sound used for electrocoagulation, which
he describes in detail.

VIENNA
(From Our Regular Correspondent)

Jan. 29, 1922.
The Influenza Epidemic

About three weeks ago, a fresh epidemic or rather pan-
demic of influenza developed in this country. This time the
authorities were not taken by surprise, and at the outset all
necessary precautions could be taken. An important step was
the preparation of a large number of hospital beds for the
middle classes, who are worst off in case of illness, because
they generally have no servants, the bills of physicians
are too heavy for a medium income, and the nutritive con-
dition is far from satisfactory. Now they can obtain hos-
pital accommodation of a better kind for a moderate sum,
while the working classes are cared for either by their
krankenkasse or by the public health service. Up until now,
the epidemic has been characterized by a mild course; an
enanthem of the fauces is visible, the temperature rarely
exceeds 39 C. (102.2 F.), slight tracheal or bronchial involve-
ment is noticed, and nasal and aural complications of a mild
type. Mortality is as yet low. Notification of influenza is now

compulsory, as disinfection is carried out by the municipal
board of health.

Termination of the Medical Strike and Conflict
with the Krankenkasse

As has been reported in a previous letter (The Journal,
Jan. 21, 1922, p. 208), the dissatisfaction of the medical staff
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